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26 CFR Ch. I (4–1–02 Edition)§ 25.2503–1

§ 25.2503–1 General definitions of 
‘‘taxable gifts’’ and of ‘‘total 
amount of gifts.’’

The term taxable gifts means the 
‘‘total amount of gifts’’ made by the 
donor during the ‘‘calendar period’’ (as 
defined in § 25.2502–1(c)(1)) less the de-
ductions provided for in sections 2521 
(as in effect before its repeal by the 
Tax Reform Act of 1976), 2522, and 2523 
(specific exemption, charitable, etc., 
gifts and the marital deduction, respec-
tively). The term ‘‘total amount of 
gifts’’ means the sum of the values of 
the gifts made during the calendar pe-
riod less the amounts excludable under 
section 2503(b). See § 25.2503–2. The en-
tire value of any gift of a future inter-
est in property must be included in the 
total amount of gifts for the calendar 
period in which the gift is made. See 
§ 25.2503–3. 

[T.D. 7910, 48 FR 40373, Sept. 7, 1983]

§ 25.2503–2 Exclusions from gifts. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph 
(f) of this section (involving gifts to a 
noncitizen spouse), the first $10,000 of 
gifts made to any one donee during the 
calendar year 1982 or any calendar year 
thereafter, except gifts of future inter-
ests in property as defined in §§ 25.2503–
3 and 25.2503–4, is excluded in deter-
mining the total amount of gifts
for the calendar year. In the case of 
a gift in trust the beneficiary of the 
trust is the donee. 

(b) Gifts made after December 31, 1970 
and before January 1, 1982. In computing 
taxable gifts for the calendar quarter, 
in the case of gifts (other than gifts of 
future interests in property) made to 
any person by the donor during any 
calendar quarter of the calendar year 
1971 or any subsequent calendar year, 
$3,000 of such gifts to such person less 
the aggregate of the amounts of such 
gifts to such person during all pre-
ceding calendar quarters of any such 
calendar year shall not be included in 
the total amount of gifts made during 
such quarter. Thus, the first $3,000 of 
gifts made to any one donee during the 
calendar year 1971 or any calendar year 
thereafter, except gifts of future inter-
ests in property as defined in §§ 25.2503–
3 and 25.2503–4, is excluded in deter-
mining the total amount of gifts for a 

calendar quarter. In the case of a gift 
in trust the beneficiary of the trust is 
the donee. The application of this para-
graph may be illustrated by the fol-
lowing examples:

Example (1). A made a gift of $3,000 to B on 
January 8, 1971, and on April 20, 1971, gave B 
an additional gift of $10,000. A made no other 
gifts in 1971. The total amount of gifts made 
by A during the second quarter of 1971 is 
$10,000 because the $3,000 exclusion provided 
by section 2503(b) is first applied to the Janu-
ary 8th gift.

Example (2). A gave $2,000 to B on January 
8, 1971, and on April 20, 1971, gave him $10,000. 
The total amount of gifts made by A during 
the second quarter of 1971 is $9,000 because 
only $2,000 of the $3,000 exclusion provided by 
section 2503(b) was applied against the Janu-
ary 8th gift; $1,000 was available to offset 
other gifts (except gifts of a future interest) 
made to B during 1971.

(c) Gifts made before January 1, 1971. 
The first $3,000 of gifts made to any one 
donee during the calendar year 1955, or 
1970, or any calendar year intervening 
between calendar year 1955 and cal-
endar year 1970, except gifts of future 
interests in property as defined in 
§§ 25.2503–3 and 25.2503–4, is excluded in 
determining the total amount of gifts 
for the calendar year. In the case of a 
gift in trust the beneficiary of the 
trust is the donee. 

(d) Transitional rule. The increased 
annual gift tax exclusion as defined in 
section 2503(b) shall not apply to any 
gift subject to a power of appointment 
granted under an instrument executed 
before September 12, 1981, and not 
amended on or after that date, pro-
vided that: (1) The power is exercisable 
after December 31, 1981, (2) the power is 
expressly defined in terms of, or by ref-
erence to, the amount of the gift tax 
exclusion under section 2503(b) (or the 
corresponding provision of prior law), 
and (3) there is not enacted a State law 
applicable to such instrument which 
construes the power of appointment as 
referring to the increased annual gift 
tax exclusion provided by the Eco-
nomic Recovery Tax Act of 1981. 

(e) Examples. The provisions of para-
graph (d) of this section may be illus-
trated by the following examples:

Example (1). A executed an instrument to 
create a trust for the benefit of B on July 2, 
1981. The trust granted to B the power, for a 
period of 90 days after any transfer of cash to 
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